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Handling a Breed Champion 
by Chris Hyde 

 
 

I  purchased Jazz from Suzanne Tharpe 
in 2005 with the goal of training and 

showing in obedience and agility venues.  
I had never considered showing in the 
breed ring. 

 
Blue puppy came home with me on 
Thursday.  Two days later, CATC held its 
April meeting at the Jennings’ home.  
Lowell scooped up my boy and headed 
to the garage.  Later I found Lowell, Jeff 
Lapierre, and Bob Bridge evaluating Blue 
on the table.  “You have a very nice dog.”  
“I do?”  “You should think about showing 
him in the breed ring.”  “Yeah, but...”  
“Lowell will groom him.” “Yeah but…” 
“Think about it.  Keep your options open.  
Don’t clipper or neuter him.”  “OK!” 
 
And so began the Jazz band.  Jazz had 
regular 6:30 Thursday night appointments 
with Lowell.  Lowell became Jazz’s 
biggest fan.  “Jazz is a nice dog.  He 
deserves to be shown.” 
 
Karen Lapierre and I flew down to Long 
Beach to the Eukanuba show.  I learned a lot watching conformation with someone 
who could explain what was going on.  Clearly, Karen missed handling, but she 
didn’t have anything to show.  Hmm… 
 
Several months later Karen, Jeff, Lowell, Connie, Jazz, and I got together.   After 
dinner, Jeff shared that he and Lowell had been thinking of how to get Jazz in the 
show ring.  Lowell would continue grooming Jazz and Karen…would teach ME how 
to handle. Yikes…I showed livestock in 4-H when I was a teenager!  “I’ll think about 
it!” 
 
Jazz and I began Tuesday night handling class.  In addition, we went for training 
sessions with the Lapierres.  Jeff had high expectations for us!  Karen would take 
Jazz around and I would watch.  Then, “Your turn.”  Jazz was easy; the challenge 
was with me.  How could Karen gather up the lead so efficiently?  How could she 
stack Jazz in the few seconds that Jeff allowed?  We went up and back and up 
and back and around and around.  Perfect practice makes perfect! 

(Continued on page 24) 
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•  Carmel Dog Walk  
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E d i t o r ’ s  M e s s a g e  
 

 
 
Many thanks to all contributors—
you make the newsletter! 
 
We wish you all a great summer 
and hope to receive many pictures and stories 
from you chronicling the lazy (or not so lazy?) 
summer days with your Airedales.     
 
Be sure and check out our health article on page 
4 for tips on keeping your Airedale healthy and 
happy through the summer heat.   
 
Hope you enjoy this “events edition” of our 
newsletter. . .  be back in August! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  
 
Call to all CATC Members! 
 
Please accept the following challenges: 
 
Invite an Airedale to Fun Day! 
We all know Airedale folks who may not know 
about Fun Day.  Fun Day will be more fun if 
we have many Airedales in attendance.  This is 
the perfect way to share our Airedales and CATC 
mission.  Please reach out now with a personal 
invitation and a flyer.  If each member invites one 
Airedale, what a Fun Day it will be! 
 
Fundraiser for  Centennial Specialty! 
CATC is going to do scooper duty at the San 
Joaquin Kennel Club, Nov 23rd and 24th as a 
fundraiser for the Centennial specialty.  San 
Joaquin Kennel Club will pay CATC $600 a 
day.  We need volunteers, no experience 
necessary.  Contact Deirdre Hernandez if you 
would like to help or for more info.  209.470.2904 
or email kangadale@sbcglobal.net. 

Next Deadline:  8/14/08 

 

Send your submissions to Kris at: 

Airebt@yahoo.com 

A.L "Pek" Pekarsky 
  
I am sad to report to all of you that Pek Pekarsky died in late March. He was 
92 years old; a gentle soul who was a friend to all living creatures. 
 
Pek and Sara Pekarsky were the founders of Ironsides Airedales, and had 
illustrious careers in the Airedale world. They were the stalwarts of Airedale 
rescue. 
 
We met Pek and Sara when they were fostering our first Airedale, a rescue 
dog named Jack. I am still stunned by my luck in meeting two such wonderful 
people who introduced me to Airedales. 
 
Sara passed away in 2003, and Pek continued to live at their home in 
Prunedale. His last Airedale, Fred, was, of course, a rescue dog. 
 
Pek was a wise friend and mentor and he will be missed by everyone who had 
the privilege of knowing him. 
 
This photograph of Pek says all you need to know. Pek and Sara had taken on 
the task of  fostering a litter of "orphan" puppies……..what love and devotion! 
---Lynne Madison 
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This  ‘n  that  
 

 
Carole Jaech found this picture of Airedales 
celebrating Cinco de Mayo in San Jose in the 
Silicon Valley Times Metro Santa Cruz issue.  
Thank you for sharing, Carole! 
 
 

 
Editors’ note:  your editors, being naturally nosy,  wanted to 
know more about the organization sponsoring this event.  It is 
a fast growing social club called Society Dog based in Los 
Gatos.  The club promotes socialization of dogs and their 
humans and seems to be quickly establishing chapters in 
many California cities.  For more information about this 
interesting organization go to www.societydog.com 
 

 
 

 
Helen Piperis shared this charming anecdote 
with us—thank you Helen! 
 
Mr. Martinez, my gardener, has been very patient 
for many years, though the Airedales have dug 
out newly planted flowers and made deep holes 
in undesirable places.  He never complained or 
criticized the Airedales.   
 
One day, a maintenance man  who had never 
been here before walked into the backyard and 
saw the Airedales.  He asked Mr. Martinez “What 
kind of dogs are those?”   
 
Mr. Martinez answered “They’re digger dogs.” 
 
 
 
 

Scramblaires  
 
 

by Linda Botts  
 
 
 

B L T N G E  I O D N  Looks a bit like a lamb 
 
 
(___)   ___   ___   ___   ___   (___) ____  ___   ___   ___      
 
R C I N A  Are their puppies “wee bairns”?  
    
 
___   ___   (___)   ___   ___    
 
H I R S I  Hardly a leprechaun 
 
 
___    ___   ___    (___)  (___)   
 
E T W N H A E  One of the shaggier ones 
 
 
 (___)   ___   ___  ___  ___  ___  ___    
 
O T E C S T I  Usually black, but sometimes 
   wheaten 
 
(___)   ___  ___   (___)   ___   ___   ___    
 
 
R O D R B E  Usually good at earth dog 
   trials 
 
____  ( ___)  ___   ___   ___   ___      
 

 
 
 
 
Solution (three words):  (Clue: the ultimate award at a dog show) 
 

__  __  __  __      __  __   
__  __  __  __ 
 
For solution see page 8 
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Heal th ,  Sc ience         
and  Your  A i reda le  
 
Keep your cool! 

by Samantha Curran 
 

Summer’s here, school’s 
out and that means more 
traveling and adventures 
with your Airedale.  Here 
are a few reminders about 
caring for your Airedale in 
the summer heat. 
 
Travel: 
When traveling in the car 
with your Airedale, it’s 
safest to keep him restrained in a crate or with a 
dog seat belt harness (www.carealotpets.com; 
www.ohmydogsupplies.com).  Do not let him 
stick his head out the window as eye or nose 
damage can occur.   Stop frequently for water 
and potty breaks.  Remember that the 
temperature inside a parked car even in the 
shade with the windows partly rolled down can 
reach temperatures of 120-150 F quickly. 
If flying with your Airedale, book direct and 
overnight flights to minimize your dog’s exposure 
to high temperatures.  Make sure your dog is 
removed from the plane as soon as possible.   
Dogs held in baggage compartments on hot 
runways can sicken when the ventilation is turned 
off on arrival. 
 
 
Shelter and Water: 
Always provide cool shelter and protection from 
the sun for your Airedale in hot weather and 
plenty of fresh, cool water.  Do not give ice water 
as it may shock a dog’s system and cause 
intestinal upset. 
The use of cool mats is a good idea, and a cool 
mat may be used in his crate when traveling.   
Cool Mats and Cool Coats are available through 
most pet supply companies and Amazon.com.  
The SherBert company (www.sherbertstuff.com) 
supplies cool mats and coats for dogs on duty in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.   Also, battery-operated 
Clip Fans can be used to cool dogs in crates. 

Some dog owners use K9 sunglasses and ILS 
Doggles to protect their dog’s eyes from UV 
radiation in the sun (www.carealotpets.com). 

 
 
 

Exercise: 
Limit your dog’s exercise and walks to early 
morning or late evenings.  Limit running and 
jogging as the body temperature rises faster than 
excess heat can be dissipated through panting.  
Don’t walk your dog on hot surfaces such as 
asphalt, sidewalks or sand.  Their tender pad 
skin can blister and burn easily. 
 
Heat Stroke:  
Heat exhaustion and heat stroke can occur 
quickly in hot weather and can lead to death.  
The warning signs of heat stroke are rapid 
panting, twitching muscles, hot skin and a dazed 
look.  Take immediate action by cooling your dog 
with cool towels, cold water from a hose or 
immersion in a cold bath.  Seek immediate 
veterinary attention. 
 
 
Lakes and Ocean: 
Always supervise your Airedale if you take him 
with you into the lake or the ocean.  Pool 
swimming is not a good idea as chlorinated pool 
water will irritate your Airedale’s eyes.   Always 
rinse or bath your Airedale thoroughly after time 
in the lake or ocean.    It’s a good idea to use a 
sunscreen on your Airedale’s nose and ears if he 
will spend time in the sun.   Consult with your vet 
or use a quality hypoallergenic product. 
Discourage your dog from drinking lake water as 
it may contain parasites and other contaminants.  
Drinking sea (salt) water can be deadly in 
quantities. 
 
 
Ticks and Fleas: 
Check your Airedale regularly for ticks and fleas, 
and consult with your vet about the appropriate 
tick/flea control for your area.  Summer is high 
season for fleas and ticks.  Tick-born diseases in 
dogs and humans are on the rise.  Tick bites 
have been implicated as the cause of some 
autoimmune diseases.   If heartworm disease is a 
concern in your area, have your Airedale tested 
for the disease before you apply preventive. 
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Book  She l f  
 

The Dangerous Book for Dogs 
A Parody by Rex and Sparky (Joe Gordon, et al) 
Villard Publishing, 2007, 193 pages, $21.00 

 
By:  Rosa, aka CH Windwards 

Sabrosa, who also holds titles in 
counter cruising and gopher digging.  
Editor’s Note:  Rosa is owned by Jim 
Brennan and Linda Botts and lives in 

rural Petaluma .  She grudgingly 
shares her territory with six Border 
Terriers.  When she is not watching 
for wild turkeys or exhausted from 
barking at them, she is working on 
her memoirs even though frequent 
accidental use of the “Delete” key 

causes lots of re-starts.) 
 

F irst off, it is obvious that Rex and Sparky are 
boys, as are probably their owners as well.   

Females exist in their world, it would seem, only 
for purposes of reproduction, and if human, as 
competition for the attention of their owners.   But, 
my lady owner sometimes reviews books for 
CATC’s newsletter, AND because she kept 
laughing out loud while she was reading it, I 
thought that I, too, should read it.  I wanted to do 
my part to save her time in front of that screen 
that doesn’t talk and show moving pictures like 
the ones in the kitchen and den. 
 
I really didn’t like the title – after all, “The 
Dangerous Book of Dogs” is intended as a 
primer on how to make mischief and even some 
cautionary tips for staying safe yourself, not 
about dogs that are truly dangerous because 
their owners are such twits.  I was concerned that 
people would think it was about pit bull attacks 
and stuff like that.  After reading it, I was sure that 
Rex and Sparky didn’t know a thing about 
terriers, who rarely need advice on how to get in 
trouble with their owners.  I mean, did YOU ever 
meet an Airedale – or any terrier for that fact, 
especially those nasty little Parson Russells – that 
didn’t know how to get into trouble? 
 
While the writing is sometimes uneven, and with a 
bit too much attention to scatological matters for 
some people (dogs are always interested in 
poop, especially that of other dogs), there were 
sections that I particularly enjoyed.  One of my 
favorites, ‘A Connoisseur’s Guide to Shoes,’ 
sounded just like the wine reviews my owners 
sometimes read to each other from the 
newspapers.   Others may be particularly 
appealing to some of you club-event Airedales, 
especially “How to Escape from Humiliating 

Costumes.”   Some are a bit scare-y, like “Riding 
in a Car.”  My owner would never let me sit on the 
front seat beside him and I don’t know what 
would happen if he had to stop in a hurry, 
although I must admit it may be a lot more fun 
than sleeping in my crate in the back of the van. 
 
Oh well, the book has other interesting and funny 
stuff, including historical explanations – 
especially, “The Roots of Bark” and “Great Dog 
Battles.”  “Foul Smells Every Dog Should Roll In” 
was a bit incomplete – as if they had never 
invaded a chicken yard like the one across the 
lane from me.  “How To Pick a Pill Out of Peanut 
Butter” was helpful, but my owner prefers to bury 
any pill I need to take into some really tasty soft 
cheese.  I have my own techniques to deal with 
that. “The Origin of Dog Parks” was 
incomprehensible as I’m not taken to such 
places.  Is it anything like outdoor dog shows?  I 
doubt it, because at a show, ou are considered 
to be a REALLY  bad girl if you get loose and try 
to play with all those other dogs.  It must be 
similar to what my owner calls the “exercise 
paddock” where my  Border Terrier buddies and 
I can chase and dig and bark incessantly, until 
we have to go into our runs for a nap. 
 
There are some major omissions in this book, 
including advice on stealing food, especially from 
counter tops.  I have learned over the years that 
my owners can become forgetful, especially if I 
appear to be fast asleep in that sunny place near 
the back door.  They just might leave a steak 
marinating in a container on the counter.  Or, if 
they have just pounded chicken breasts, and 
suddenly need to visit the great white water bowl 
in the bathroom, major opportunities can arise.  
My biggest score was six chicken breasts, lying 
atop a big piece of foil, a corner of which was 
very close to the counter’s edge.  I managed to 
bring them all down, but ate only two of them.  
The Borders made a dent in a couple of others 
before my owner returned to the kitchen and 
dragged all of us into our crates.  I dream to this 
day about what I might have done with what was 
left uneaten. 
 
Most other omissions were gender-specific.  
There was nothing on PES (pre-estrus syndrome)   
or on how to get those fat little things who have 
suddenly grown very sharp little teeth to depend 
on someone else for food.  While helpful, 
“Training a New Human” needed broadening to 
“Training a New Resident,” as there was nothing  

(Continued on page 6) 
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about dealing with a new dog who had come to 
share your house and yard.  Goodness knows , I  
have enough experience in that regard, having 
brought up a bunch of Border Terriers.  (My owner 
decided it was easier to have a whole lot of dogs if 
they were smaller than Airedales.   After all, you 
can stack more crates in the laundry room if 
they’re the little ones Borders sleep in.)  The last 
major omission was a complete absence of 
information related to tactics on how to drive the 
gardeners crazy.  My owner believes that the 
writers were probably “big city” people with no 
knowledge about the particular opportunities 
afforded to suburban and country dogs. 
 
I think my owner liked this book, partly because 
the sections are short and there are lots of them.   I 
noticed she carried it with her when she left for 
appointments with the people veterinarians and 
when she came home in flip flops (also high on my 
personal list of shoes to chew),  with her feet 
smelling of some fruity lotion that I was forcefully 
warned NOT to lick at.  She also suggested to my 
other owner that he not to read the book in public, 
lest he start giggling uncontrollably and anyone 
nearby would think he was senile. 
 
Since you kindred Airedales probably don’t read 
much – especially if you don’t have any little 
Borders around to chew the page corners so they 
separate easily – I suggest you leave this review in 
plain sight for your 
esteemed owners.  
When the book 
finally appears – 
and he or she 
comes in weary  
and cranky from 
work or shopping 
for new dog beds 
– nudge the book 
gently forward 
when he or she 
relaxes with a 
glass of wine or a 
beer.  After a few 
sips and a couple 
pages of this 
book, he or she 
will perk up and 
you’ll probably get 
lucky and perhaps 
even invited for a 
game of Fetch. 
 
 

Time to  Pu l l  Of f  the  
Winter  Coats  

by Anne Benenson 
 

O K...now I've heard 
everything.  I was walking 

my two Airedales tonight in the 
park. Both of my dogs have 
variations of an Afro hairstyle 
from the 60’s or perhaps could 
pass for a piece cut out of a 
1970's shag rug. Oh…cut me 
some slack…it’s still winter here. 
 
Several children approached us squealing with 
delight at the sight of Finnleigh and Token and 
eagerly asked if they could pat them. Of course 
the dogs were thrilled at the sight of jumping 
squealing children and even more hopeful, 
knowing that where there are children food can’t 
be far behind.  
 
They both know how easily a handful of cheerios 
can be made to look like an accidental drop from 
the clutches of a child’s hand.  
 
In the park the 20 second ground rule applies...if it 
hits the ground, it belongs to whichever dogs gets 
there first. 
 
As one of the children stroked Finnleigh's coat she 
asked, “is he made of the same thing as an 
Alpaca?” Of course it was funny and I was unable 

to suppress my 
laughter...but she 
was dead serious. 
 
So, I made a 
mental note to 
myself that maybe 
the Patron Saint of 
Canines is trying 
to tell me it's time 
to groom my 
dogs! After all, if 
children are 
thinking I'm taking 
two Alpacas for a 
walk, it’s time to 
take action.  
Spring is here and 
a new hairdo is in 
order for a couple 
of dogs I know. 
 
 

(Continued from page 5) 
Book Shelf 
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Tra in ing  and Behav ior  
 

Training Notes 
by Dorothy Miner 

 

I ’ve been in a 
contemplative mood 

lately, probably because 
I’m just days short of a 
milestone birthday.  Those 
milestones used to be 
something I looked 
forward to. Thirteen - I was 
finally a teenager.  
Eighteen - I was out of 
high school and thought I 
knew everything.  Twenty-
one - I was old enough to 
go to a bar legally and I definitely knew 
everything that was important.  Thirty wasn too 
bad, but I had to admit I really was an adult.  
Forty wasn too great; middle-age had arrived.  
Fifty was worse.  I became more aware of things I 
would never be or do.  Now I’m going to be sixty.  
At least I can finally be comfortable with 
admitting I really don’t know everything like I did 
when I was 18! 
“Not knowing everything” definitely applies to 
dog trainers.  There is always something to learn.  
The surest way to become stagnant in the field is 
to assume there is nothing new, nothing left to 
learn.  That doesn’t mean we have to fall for every 
fad or gimmick that comes along, but just about 
any thought or opinion on training is worth 
investigating, even if the result is that we might 
ultimately reject it. 
Here are some “absolutes”I used to feel strongly 
about, and have changed my opinion on over the 
years: 
 
I will never use a pinch collar.   I finally 
changed my mind on this one some time in the 
80’s. Watch senior citizen students with arthritic 
hands, bum knees and hips, and bad backs 
training young, strong dogs on flat or slip collars.  
Then watch what happens when they learn to use 
a pinch collar and can finally take enjoyable 
walks with their pets. Watch the dogs’entire 
dispositions improve when walks become a 
cooperative thing instead of a yank-and-yell 
contest. 
 
I will never use an electronic collar.  I’ve been 
using electronics in my training now for maybe 8 
years.  I used to be horrified by the thought of 
electronic “shock”collars.  I finally took the time to 
study and understand the concept and the most 

humane ways to use them.  The new collars are 
vastly improved over the older, more brutal ones.  
Intensity can be changed in an instant and, like 
any correction, it is possible to use the least 
amount of correction that gets the job done.  Why 
did I decide to try an electric collar?  There were 
several reasons.  First of all, I was starting to get 
involved in field training and the electronic collar 
is a handy long-distance tool when trying to 
convince your hard-headed Airedale certain facts 
of life such as you may not eat the bird you’re 
supposed to retrieve from 80 yards away, or to 
call him back after he puts up a rabbit in the field.  
Second, I moved to a farm in the country and my 
dogs had to learn quickly not to scare or chase 
livestock, my neighbors or, more recently, my 
own. Also, since I live on acreage, I wanted my 
dogs to be able to run leashless (under 
supervision, of course) for exercise.  I have field 
fencing on three sides, but an Airedale hot on the 
trail of fleeing deer could easily clear my fences.  
I needed a good solid recall that would work from 
a considerable distance, and the collar was one 
of the tools that helped me attain that.  Now the 
dogs have the joy of racing back and forth 
across the hayfield as I walk around the 
perimeter, and I know they’ll come back if I call 
them.  I can run them just about anywhere and 
be able to rely on their response to commands. I 
have also worked with a few clients in e-collar 
training, mostly to teach reliable recalls in open 
country settings. 
 
I will never need clicker training.  Not too long 
after clicker training came into vogue, I learned 
the basics so I’d have at least a passing 
familiarity with the process.  I doubted that I’d 
ever rely on it for much training.  It seemed more 
like a gimmick to me at the time.  Well, I was 
doing some early training with a young puppy I 
bred that was going to go to a handicapped 
owner and I was having the devil of a time 
teaching the little guy how to do lie down on 
command  He absolutely refused to cooperate. 
This was the first young puppy I had this difficulty 
with.  He would do just about anything else I 
asked of him, but Down was out of the question.  
He was way too young to even consider force 
training, so I brought out the treats and the 
clicker.  Within a week he was doing a reliable 
and happy Down.  I’ve used clicker training on 
occasion since then, mostly to teach things that I 
wasn’t having success teaching in a more 
traditional manner. Will I ever rely on it 
completely?  Probably not, but I’m glad I’ve got 
one more tool to use when I need it. 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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I won’t be one of those dog owners who carries 
treats around all the time.  I used to feel strongly 
that dogs should obey just because they’ve been 
trained.  Food shouldn’t be the only reason they 
perform.  Well, I’ve modified that a bit.  I still believe 
a dog should work for you whether or not treats are 
present, but there are usually some treats in the 
pockets of my jeans.  When I’m running my dogs in 
the field and they come to me after I’ve called them, 
they know there might be a treat.  If they just rejoin 
me and walk close by me for a while, they might get 
a treat.  The treats are no big deal — kibble or the 
broken biscuits from the bottom of the box, but they 
keep me in my dogs’ minds while we’re out.  Sure is 
easier than yelling at them all the time!  Guess what  
- this works with cattle, goats, donkeys and 
chickens, too.  Sometimes I think my cows do a 
better Recall than most dogs. 
 
If I fail to teach a dog  -  my own or a client’s -  
something and it isn’t due to the dog’s physical 
inability to perform, I am an ineffective trainer, 
lazy, or a failure.  Some things just aren’t all that 
important.  I had to get over that one if I planned to 
continue as a trainer, both of my own dogs and of 
others’ dogs.  I’ve had a spate of bad luck with 
advanced competition training and my Airedales.  
One couldn’t finish her UD because of an eye 
problem that caused her to not see jumps correctly.  
Another had to be retired because of temperament 
problems. Another died of a tragic illness before 
finishing his Utility title.  One of my current dogs has 
the makings of a spectacular retriever of waterfowl.  
He is a swimming fool, and there was nothing he 
wouldn’t bring to me if I asked him to.  Sadly, he’s 
gun-shy, and in spite of all the time we spent 
perfecting his retrieve, he will never be used in the 
field.  The list goes on from there.  Rather than give 
up on dogs like these, I learned to change my 
expectations.  My gun-shy retriever will pick up just 
about anything I drop — pens, papers, whatever. 
His good “hold and carry” is put to use carrying 
recyclables to the bins in my garage.  And, bless 
his hairy little soul, when he manages to catch a 
rabbit he proudly brings it to me (YUCK!) and holds 
it while I get a bag for him to drop it into.  Sure 
beats having him run off and munch on it!  The old 
boy who was retired from competition obedience 
because of a temperament problem taught me a 
valuable lesson — if you push a dog too hard, you 
can break it.  Thankfully I learned that lesson before 
he had the canine version of a nervous breakdown.  
Learning this lesson helps me deal with my clients 

and their dogs.  Not everything must be taught or 
learned.  Not every client can be expected to 
produce a superior, or even adequate, product. 
 

If I don’t/can’t put an obedience title on a dog, 

it can’t be called a trained dog.  Maybe it started 
out of laziness, or maybe it was disillusionment with 
competition.  I no longer compete in obedience or 
field work, although I still teach it.  I may again 
some day, but right now it’s not for me.  I found that 
I can be proud of a dog that does not have a string 
of titles. Titles do indicate that a dog has gotten a 
lot of training, but that’s not the only proof.  Having 
happy companion dogs who can handle whatever 
the tasks of the day require, who aren’t an 
embarrassment when I take them to my classes, the 
vet’s office, or to a drill team performance, or who 
simply come back to me joyfully when I call them 
even though the sun is shining and the world is 
there for them to investigate is proof enough that 
my dogs are well trained. 
 
There is a saying, “too soon old; too late wise.”  It’s 
never too late to learn a little wisdom and it’ll never  
be too late to be able to change opinions.  And I 
guess turning sixty won’t be so bad. 
 

- Dorothy 
 

 

 

 

  

(Continued from page 7) 
Training and Behavior 
 

Scramblaires Answers and Solution   
 
Answers:  Bedlington, Cairn, Irish, Wheaten, 
Scottie, Border   
 
Solution:  “Best In Show.” 

I used to look at Smokey 
and think, "If you were 
a little smarter you 
could tell me what you 
were thinking," and he'd 
look at me like he was 
saying, "If you were a 
little smarter, I wouldn't 
have to." 
 

Fred Jungclaus 
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Events—Livermore  Walk  

 
A  Perfect Day! 

 by CH Jazz Hyde  
.  

 
 

M om, get up!  We’re going 
on a walk today! 
 

“Jazz, it’s 5:30.  We don’t have to 
get up this early on Saturday.” 
 
“But Mom, you promised that we were going on the 
Airedale walk today.  Remember?  You promised!  
Get up!” 
 
“Jazz, we can go on a nice walk around here.  We 
can sleep in and still go on a walk.” 
 
“But Mom, you promised.  I want to see my friend 
Pete.  That pretty bitch, Jiggs will be there.  Mar-
guerite and Nancy might bring their little guys.  And 
my new friend, Ch Smarty Pants will be there!  I 
want to brag to all my Airedale friends about my 
new title.  Mom, get up!  Get up!  It’ll be worth it.  I 
promise!  Get up!” 
 
“Jazz, you’re right.  It will be worth it.  I’ll get to see 
my friends too!  OK.  Let’s go.” 
 
My mom and I had a nice drive to Livermore.  The 
first part of the trip was boring.  I just slept in my 
crate.  Then we got into the Livermore hills and I 
woke up.  Was it pretty!  The hills were still green. In 
contrast, the lake was a deep blue.  The day was 
sunny but cool.  It was a perfect day for a walk with 
friends 
 
Jiggs and her dad, Ron, met us at the parking lot.  
Then more of my friends and their humans arrived.  
Wow, there were almost 20 dogs ready for the walk.  
Most were Airedales except the two little Yorkies 
and their big mutt friends.  We were off!  We had to 
stay on lead for the first part.  I wasn’t sure if my 
mom would let me run with the pack.  She doesn’t 
like me to get dirty.  But she kept saying that once I 
became a champion, I could be a real dog again 
 
When we got through the gate, the leashes came 
off.  I was free!  Who said we were going on a walk?  
We canines just wanted to run!  And run we did 
over hill and dale!  I had a race with Tuscan.  I let 
him beat me since he’s just a little guy.  Some dogs 
even got to play in the water.  That’s when my leash 
came back on.  “What would Uncle Lowell think if 
you got your back coat wet?”  Canines and their 

owners had a great time 
 
When the humans got tired—we Airedales never 
got tired—we turned around and headed back to 
the picnic area. The humans ate their lunches.  We 
dogs were happy to rest after all the exercise 
 
“You’re right, Jazz.  Today was a perfect day for a 
walk with our friends.  I’m looking forward to the 
next walk in Carmel!” 
 
Thanks, Ron and Jiggs for suggesting such a beau-
tiful location!  

Ron Colvin and Jiggs refresh and relax after the 
walk in beautiful Del Valle Park 

Join us for our walk in Carmel  on 
October 11, 2008 at 10:00 am fol-
lowed by lunch at Forge in the 
Forest for those interested.   
Details to follow 
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What could be better than a day in the park with friends? 
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Dogs love company. 
They place it first in their 
short list of needs 

J.R. Ackerley 

One of the most enduring 
friendships in history —
dogs and their people, 
people and their dogs 

Terry Kay 
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Events—Spring  Spec ia l ty  
 
Obedience / Rally 

By Nancy Bougher 
 

I t is no secret that my favorite part of the Sacra-
mento specialty weekend are the obedience and 

rally trials, and this year was no exception with a 
record turnout of well-trained Airedales and their 
owners at the CATC Specialty Obedience and 
Rally trials.  It was a full evening for exhibitors and 
spectators alike as some dogs began titles, and 
others completed them, and some simply demon-
strated why Airedales are the King of Terriers 
 
The evening’s competition began with the obedi-
ence trial.  Kallie Teufel and Banjo (Morning Star’s 
Banjo CDX) won the High in Trial award with a won-
derful performance from the Open A class.  Karen 
Lapierre and Jeannie (Ch. Kudos It’s My Agenda 
CD RN) beat out several challengers to win the 
coveted award for High Scoring Champion of Re-
cord (“A Well Balanced Dog Has A Title At Both 
Ends”).  Alice Peterson and Chett (Brisline 
Plumperfect Wizz Kid CDX TD RN) earned the first 
leg on their way to a Utility title.  And  Suzanne 
Tharpe and Natalie (Ch. Brisline Plum Perfect Un-
forgettable UD RA) demonstrated their abilities in 
the Utility and Open classes.   The Pre-Novice 
class had performances from a trio of beginners – 
Angie Shear and Magic (Ch. Terrorific Just Like 
Magic RN NAJ), Janell Catalano and Sushi 
(Brisline’s Plum Perfect Wasabi), and Kristi Burrus 
and Jasmine (Devonshire’s Celtic Storm RN).  The 
Veteran class saw a brother-sister act from Karen 
Lapierre and Jeannie, and Alice Peterson and Tig-

ger (Kudos I’m the Only One UDX TD RAE).  The 
highlight of the evening was the Novice A class.  
When Jim Cook and Diva (Ch. Harrington’s Diva At 
Rock’n A CD) earned their third Novice leg, and 
their Companion Dog title, I am sure the cheers 
were heard all over the show grounds! 
 
The Rally trial which followed obedience had its 
share of success.  Joanna Weinberg and Lucy 
(Brandyaire’s J’Aime Lucy CD RA) began by com-
pleting a Rally Excellent title.  This was a special 
accomplishment for Lucy who was diagnosed with 
cancer last year and has been through a regimen 
of treatment including chemotherapy.  In the Ad-
vanced classes Karen Lapierre and Jeannie, and 
Angie Shear and Magic both earned legs towards 
Rally Advanced titles.  In the Novice class Angie 
Shear and Jack (Avalonaire’s Valiant Blackjack) 
earned their first leg while Kristi Burrus and Jas-
mine had a blue-ribbon performance.  Rally Novice 
titles were earned by Janell Catalano and Sushi, 
Joanna Weinberg and her ILP-Rescue dog Dooby 
(Dooby the Reindaire), and Linda Van Bibber and 
Rusty (Bristol Aires Fun and Games). 
 
A special thanks goes to all the people who helped 
put on these trials.  They include our judge, Pat 
Alvarez, and Mary Lou Just who again did a won-
derful job as the trial secretary.  Kudos to Deirdre 
Hernandez who organized the delicious dinner en-
joyed by exhibitors and spectators alike.  And a 
special “Thank You” goes to the club members 
who gave their time to be ring stewards – Chris 
Hyde, Sheila Standish, Bill Strohmaier and Nancy 
Strohmaier.  Without these individuals these trials 
would not happen.  Thank you, everyone! 

 

Did you know??? 
 
 
A dog can hear sounds 250 yards away that most people cannot hear beyond 25 yards. The human 
ear can detect sound waves vibrating at frequencies up to 20,000 times a second. But dogs can hear 
sound waves that vibrate at frequencies of more than 30,000 times a second. 
 
 
So, as Dorothy once said in her training class, if you’re convinced your dog can’t hear your command, 
just try breaking a cookie across a field from her and see how fast you get her attention. 
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Comments from our Judge 
 
Sacramento, April 11th, 2008, 6 
AM. I’m having my shower in my 
hotel room, and my mind is 
wandering. TODAY IS THE DAY! 
I’ve chosen my best outfit, the 
jewelry that I’m going to use, and 
reviewed the AKC standard for 
millionth time. While slowly 
warming my voice up (being an 

opera trained singer, I had volunteered to start the 
show with “my” version of “Star Spangled Banner”). 
Today will probably be a great day, certainly a 
happy one. I had received the invitation three years 
ago. It seemed such a long wait! And I was SO 
looking forward to doing it! Finally, the day had 
arrived and the whole me (my mind, my heart, my 
soul) was ready to go for it… 

 
When the BOB class came in 
the ring, I allowed myself a 
short time to just enjoy this 
group of beautiful creatures, 
beautifully groomed and 
conditioned, exuding true 
terrier temperament. I thought: 
“What a privilege for this South 
American lady! How delighted 
and grateful I am!” Then, only 
then, I proceeded to evaluate 
the specimens from a 
technical point of view.  

 
I always try to do my best, but sometimes no dog 
really excites me. This time I was so fortunate as to 
find two bitches that I gladly would have taken 
home!  
 
In my opinion, the BOB winner is feminine, typey, 
spirited and balanced (which showed through her 
free, coordinated movement) She was handled by 
her breeder-owner, who certainly did a good job. 
I guess I could say something similar about my 
BOW, adding that she is a little more extreme 
(which intends to be a compliment) and that, in my 
opinion, she’s got an exquisite head piece. Let me, 
please, predict that, with a little more ring 
experience, she will turn into a top contender. 
My WD was a mature 4 year old dog, showing 
beautiful type and overall balance. I particularly 
liked his short coupling combined with the ability to 
move freely and efficiently. 
 
Both my BOS & AOM were stallions of dogs. 
Masculine, excellent size, bone and substance, 
with very good heads (long, chiseled, parallel 
planes and excellent expressions) and overall 

balance, topped with excellent temperament and 
attitude. Of course, judges make decisions “on the 
day”, and “on the day” my BOS moved more freely. 
And, when sparred, he just used himself better.  
By the way: what a pleasure for a terrier lover to see 
all these beautiful Airedales staring at each other 
and bringing their souls out! It brought goose 
bumps to me! 
 
I’d like to mention a few more things: 
 
• A few years ago, I thought that American 

Airedales had a tendency to be a little small 
(compared to the breed in the rest of the 
world). This time I found the whole entry of 
good, I would say “ideal” size (with a few 
exceptions) 

• I fell in love with some high quality ears (always 
important in this breed): high set, correct 
Airedale “break” and carriage, and lovely thin 
leather. If I recall well, there were just a couple 
of “Fox” ears and no “Hound” ears. 

• Loved the tail sets (also very important feature 
in the breed) 

• Two or three dogs spooked a little bit. I prefer 
to blame the noisy building. 

• I cannot remember finding a bad bite. 
 
Even though I have professionally shown this breed 
since I was a teenager, I have been breeding them 
for the last 23 years (since Mr. Alsina arrived in my 
life together with his NAGUAL AIREDALES!). Let me 
please suggest taking extreme care for “front 
construction” when deciding a mate. Correct Terrier 
fronts are a challenge to breed, and you loose them 
in a blink (with the undesired consequences: poor 
neck-shoulders transition, lack of reach when 
moving, and spoiled overall outline and balance) 
With an entry of 31 (very few absentees), I think I’m 
going back home with a rather good idea of the 
current quality of American Airedales. My husband 
and I attended our first Montgomery C.K.C. week-
end in 1987, and, after carefully watching the entry 
all 3 days, we came to the conclusion that the best 
Airedales in the world were in the States. 
Nowadays, and always because of my judging 
assignments, I do travel a little bit all over the world 
(oh, well…, should I say “more 
than a little bit”) and I still think the 
same way. Judging this specialty 
only reinforced my opinion.  
   
The Banquet was a great closure. 
With an attendance of about 60 enthusiastic 
Airedale lovers, you could see that everybody was 
enjoying the opportunity to relax after the hard work 

(Continued on page 14) 

 
When the BOB 
class came in the 
ring, I allowed my-
self a short time to 
just enjoy this 
group of beautiful 
creatures, beauti-
fully groomed and 
conditioned, exud-
ing true terrier tem-
perament.  

The Banquet 
was a great 
closure.  
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and excitement of the day. It was my personal 
pleasure to use the microphone and share my 
opinions (and my feelings), and, later on, entertain 
them with a few songs (they seemed to appreciate 
it!) 
 
As the day was closing, a local exhibitor 
approached me and thanked me for having judged 
their specialty. I tried to answer while struggling not 
to let my tears show up: “I’m the one that is truly, 
heartily thankful for this opportunity…” 
 
To the person who suggested my name  
(with no personal interest) 
 
To the membership of the Club, that approved me  
(I know you had many other well known names to 
choose from) 
 
To the exhibitors that trusted my judging skills 
(many of you didn’t even know me!)  

To the Show Chairperson, Kayla, who patiently and 
willingly “cared”, and became my “Guardian Angel” 
it wouldn’t have been the same without you. 
 
And last, but in no way least, to the wonderful 
Airedales that were shown under me, as well as to 
all the others that I have met in my life, bonding me 
to the breed and its lovers all over the world. Two 
words come to my mind: privilege and gratitude. 
THANKS FOR EVERYTHING!!! 
 
I’m looking forward to my next chance of evaluating 
my breed in your country: Wisconsin, July 2008, the 
week of the ATCA Floating National!  
 

See you all there! YEAH!  
 
Patricia Nemirovsky-Alsina 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 
South America 

(Continued from page 13) 
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We came from all over with our beautiful Airedales.  We worked hard to 
get them ready. . . . . .  

But we relaxed, too,  and visited with old friends and new . . . . . . 
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And when we were all ready, the ring awaited us with all its uncertainties, 
where we all did our best,  
and some won. . .  
and some did not. . .  
while others watched and cheered us on. . . . 
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In the obedience ring, more of our intrepid Airedales and their partners 
pitted their skills and nerve against serendipitous happenstance. . . 
And emerged victorious! 
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Then, it was time for a delicious and well deserved lunch on the green. . . 

Some of us got naps. . . 

And then it 
was... 
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On  to the banquet for more wonderful food, 
company, and song! 
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Events—Trim and Tra in  
 

by Lowell Jennings 
 

Trim & Train has had a record-
breaking year!  We had 20 stu-
dents enroll for the course.  It 
seemed like the applications 
were not going to stop arriving 
(great problem to have). The 
question became, are we going to be able to fit all 
these people, dogs, crates, tables and accessories 
into the training center?  With strategic planning it 
looked like it might just work.  Good thing for the 
plan, because come 8:00 on day one (class starts at 
9:00), they began to arrive and arrive and arrive.  All 
20 students plus companions, dogs and gear. 
 
The class this year included 14 Airedales, 5 Wire 
Fox Terriers and one Irish Terrier.  Some of the stu-
dents come from as far as Mendocino, Auburn, 
Grass Valley, Davis and Sonora.  We had a great 
group of students and dogs.  Everyone was very 
attentive and worked very hard.  Hope to see the 
results from some of the Airedales at our Fun Match. 
 
The success of a class this size would not have 
been possible if it had not been for the help of so 
many CATC members.  On the first day the following 
members assisted:  Jeff Lapierre, Georgia McRae, 
Bob Bridge, Ron Colvin, Patty Gregg, Chris Hyde, 
Helen Piperis, Carol Kubiak, Frank Stevens, Connie 
Jennings and Devon Allen. 
 
Jeff, Georgia, Bob, Ron, Chris and Helen have been 
available many, if not for all of the classes.  Jeff and 
Georgia assisted with the instructions and hands-on 
help. We are so fortunate to have so many members 
so generous with their time. 
 

A huge thank you to all who helped and congratula-
tions to students sticking with it and completing the 
course.  Good Grooming!! 
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Events—Sanct ioned 
Match 

by Carolyn Alexander 

 
A note from our conformation 
judge 
 
Please accept my thanks for 
inviting me to judge your 
match.  The lunch 
was lovely and other than an 
initial scare that I had the date 
wrong as we pulled into the parking lot, everything 
went very well.  We enjoyed the delicious food and 
the good company over lunch.  
 
The weather was rather cool and overcast, which 
pleased the dogs, who showed with puppy profes-
sionalism (which means the dogs had a good time 
and despite a lot of bouncing about, moved and 
showed quite well).  The Community Center park 
seems a good place for your program with good 
parking and nice grassy area.  It also has good 
shade, which we didn't really need this time. 
 
Opportunities like this match are very important for 
prospective judges, both in terms of AKC require-
ments and more significantly in learning about and 
how to judge Airedales.  Bringing out some very 
good quality youngsters is particularily helpful in 
giving a judge a chance to develop an eye for Aire-
dales.  Judging involves an analysis of each dog 
against the standard and evaluation against each 
other.  Judges have to understand breed priorities 
and any judge will tell you that it is really enjoyable 
to judge when you have good quality entries from 
which to select.  Sharing the day with you and hav-
ing a chance to talk over Airedales with your 
breeders and breeder-judges, as well as examine 
and evaluate these youngsters was a valuable 
learning experience.    
 
Opportunities like this should be good experi-
ence for exhibitors and no matter how long we 
have been showing, we can always learn.  The ex-
hibitors with whom I shared the ring seemed very 
interested in showing their dogs well and in learn-
ing.  Matches should also be a positive experience 
for the dogs.  Puppies learn quickly what is fun and 
what isn't worth their time.  Getting them used 
to watching your hands, listening for certain words, 
and developing some pride and joy in being in the 
ring and showing well despite distractions is an 
important part of the learning process of conforma-
tion classes, matches, and then shows where 
points are awarded.   
 

As we drove back from the match, David and I en-
joyed talking about my decisions, Airedales and 
judging Airedales.  We are very fortunate to have 
this wonderful common interest and enjoy talking 
with each other about our judging and the dogs we 
see.  Airedales are a handsome, complex, exciting 
breed.  It was my honor to judge for you. Thank you 
for the lovely judges gift and for sharing a very 
nice, worthwhile afternoon.   
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The CATC Sanctioned Match is a day of learning 
that is fun for all . . .  

Ch. Katy and Ch. Jazz Ch. Roger 

Parade of Champions and Title Holders. . .  
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"In order to really enjoy a dog, one 
doesn't merely try to train him to 
be semihuman. The point of it is to 
open oneself to the possibility of 
becoming partly a dog."  
 

 Edward Hoaglan 
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It wasn’t easy housing a show dog.  “Keep Jazz on 
lead when you take him outside.  Keep him out of 
mud, stickers, and wet grass.”  But, we live on 
acreage in the country.  “Don’t get his back coat 
wet.”  But it’s raining!  “No collar; it leaves marks.”  
But I have to walk him on leash!  “When he finishes 
drinking, wipe off his beard and put conditioner on 
it.”  He drinks thousands of times a day.  “Some 
day, Jazz will be a champion!” 
 
Gradually things began to fall in place.  I was able 
to gather up the lead.  I understood the purpose of 
the down and back and the around.  Jazz was 
looking like a show dog thanks to Lowell’s expert 
grooming.  Our three mile walks were getting both of 
us fit.  Pleasanton seemed like a good first show.  
We had an 8:20 am show time.  “We need to arrive 
at the show two 
hours prior to 
showing.  If you 
come by my house 
around 5, that 
should be about 
right.”  5:00 A.M.,   
you’ve got to be 
kidding!  He 
wasn’t!  We arrived 
in the pitch dark.  
We were so early 
that the buildings 
were locked.  If 
Lowell was kind 
enough to help us, 
we would arrive 
any time he 
wanted.  I actually 
came to appreciate 
Lowell’s time line because we always had plenty of 
time and were not scurrying around at the last 
minute. 
 
“Get to ring side and observe how the judge runs 
his ring.”   I watched the judge evaluate Boston 
terriers.  I was surprised that the handlers only took 
the dogs half way around the ring.  “Never question 
the judge.”  Jazz was the only dog and the first 
Airedale in the ring.  When the judge told me to take 
Jazz around, I made a half circle just as the little 
dogs had done.  “Please take your dog around and 
this time use the whole ring.”  We won Best of 
Winners!  Georgia asked, “How many points was 
that?”  I had absolutely no idea! 

 

The following weekend we showed at Dixon.  
Thankfully, our show time was mid morning.  There 
were enough bitches for a major.  We won Best of 
Winners the second day and thus acquired our first 
major.  Only later did I realize the significance of 
earning a major!  After the class, one of my critics 
shared, “You did a great job.  My only suggestion 
would be to go a little slower on the around.”  
Another of my support team shared, “Nice job 
today.  My only suggestion would be to go a little 
faster on the around.”  Hmm… 
 
Lowell was a terrific sport and devoted to the cause.  
He drove with me to the Paso Robles show two days 
in a row.  We departed at 4:30 both days.  We 
placed second the first day.  I was just about to put 
Jazz back into his crate when Andrew Peel came 
looking for us.  “Hurry, get Jazz back in the ring for 
Reserve Dog.  They’re waiting for you.”  Oops! 
 
Lowell, Jazz and I, showed on the turkey circuit.  We 

did well.  After 
each class, Lowell 
would review our 
performance and 
make suggestions 
for next time.  I 
was pleased the 
day Lowell shared 
that we had done 
a great job and he 
saw nothing for 
improvement!  
Both Lowell and I 
had skipped work 
on Monday to 
show in Stockton.  
We arrived early, 
got Jazz groomed, 
and headed to the 
ring.  Only then 

did we realize that we were the only class Airedale; 
all others had gone home.  Good looking dog—no 
points!   We ended the year with 11 points and one 
major!  We were getting closer toward our goal. 
 
Our next show was Santa Clara in February.  I was 
feeling much more confident with my handling and 
concentrated on refining the details.  Each time 
something would go amiss I would vow, “I won’t let 
that happen again.”  The challenge was that new 
variables occurred each show.  We earned one 
point at Santa Clara.  The Vallejo Show produced 
#13.  We lacked a major.  On to Sacramento where 
surely there would be a major, and also lots of 
competition.  Lowell kept reassuring me, “Jazz is a 
nice dog.” 

(Continued from page 1) 
Handling a Breed Champion 
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In preparation for the specialty, Jazz went to Uncle 
Lowell’s every evening and practically all day on 
Saturday and Sunday.  I felt like a soccer mom with 
my kid in the van.  Thanks to Lowell, Jazz was 
looking great!  He was looking like a champion!  We 
were ready! 
 
Judge Jon Cole awarded Jazz Winner’s Dog on 
Thursday and shared, “You have a nice dog!”  At 
first I wasn’t sure if that was a major win.  There 
were a few absent entries.  And then, Jazz won 
Best of Winners!  That clinched it! We were the 
champions! Ch Plum Perfect’s All That Jazz!  He’ll 
never again look so beautiful! 
 
Showing Jazz to his championship was truly a 
CATC group effort.  Suzanne Tharpe and Georgia 
McRae bred a wonderfully talented and beautiful 
Airedale.  Lowell Jennings was the Jazz band 
leader who supported Jazz and me every mile of 
the way.  Lowell groomed Jazz to perfection.   
 
Ch Jazz will soon be playing a new tune in the 
Obedience and Agility rings!  We’re planning on 
titles at both ends! 
 
“Some day, Jazz will be a champion.”  Karen and 
Jeff Lapierre were enthusiastic Jazz band members 
and gave freely of their expertise and time.  Connie 
patiently answered all my show questions.  Sheila 
and Angus were the Tuesday night fan club.  Thank 
you to all my support team.  And best of all, we’ve 
become close friends. 
 
Ch Jazz will soon be playing a new tune in the 
Obedience and Agility rings!  We’re planning on 
titles at both ends! 
 
 

In  the  Whelp ing  Box  
 
 
Born:  April 28, 2008 
1 Male & 1 Female 
 
Sire:  Ch. Evermay’s High 
Performance 
 
Dam:  Ch. Bimindale’s Gorgeous Galatea 
 
Breeders:  Carol Jaech and Georgia McRae 
 

Kitchen Cabinet  
 

submitted by Kristi Burrus 
 

(Sanctioned Match) Curried Rice Salad 
 
2 cups uncooked rice (preferably basmati) 
1 cup dried currents soaked in hot water 
1 cup toasted pistachio nuts 
4-6 scallions thinly sliced 
 
Dressing: 
1 cup lemon juice 
1 cup walnut or peanut oil 
2 tsp salt 
1 Tablespoon curry powder 
1 tsp cumin 
1/2 tsp ground coriander 
pinch of cayenne pepper 
 
Toast pistachios by placing in a shallow baking 
dish in 325 deg. oven and stir every few minutes 
until lightly toasted and aromatic. 
 
Combine ingredients for dressing and whisk to 
blend.  
 
Cook rice per package instruction, but do not 
overcook.  Pour dressing over rice while still warm 
to coat all grains but should not be swimming.  Add 
remaining ingredients and toss.  Seasoning can be 
adjusted by adding salt or additonal lemon juice. 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 24) 
Handling a Breed Champion 
 

The disposition of noble 
dogs is to be gentle with 
people they know and 
the opposite with those 
they don't know...How, 
then, can the dog be 
anything other than a 
lover of learning since 
it defines what's its own 
and what's alien."  

- Plato  
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Pres ident ’s  Message  
by Patty Gregg 

 
 

CATC has been very busy and 
successful since your last 
newsletter. 
 
Trim and Train had record 
numbers of people learning to 
groom their dogs. Thanks to all 
that devoted their time and 
energy. Hand stripping our 
terriers is fast becoming a lost 
art. We are so fortunate to have some of the best 
groomers in the nation right her in our little club! 
 
Obedience classes finished with new teacher 
Susan Osborn at the helm.  People and their 
Airedales are looking forward to next year.  I 
encourage everyone with an Airedale to consider 
Airedale Obedience next year. 
 
CATC’s Sanctioned Match was recently held at a 
park in Newark. We could not have asked for a 
more perfect day. It was a little chilly for us but 
the dogs loved it! Lunch was spectacular. Angie 
Shear and Devon Allen pulled this event together 
very efficiently and everyone attending had a 
wonderful time. 
 
Many hands working together helped make our 
April Specialty a huge success. Kayla Kurucz 
and Deirdre Hernandez organized an amazing 
event packed full with activities an food. 
 
Be sure to check the newsletter for information 
about our upcoming membership meeting at the 
home of Nancy Dirgo and Marguerite Stetson in 
Oakland. They are incorporating an Airedale walk 
so this should be lots of fun. Get your 
reservations in early! 
 
Airedale Fun Day is coming in September. Sarah 
Roberts is our chairperson and needs volunteers. 
Give her a call to lend a hand. Fun Day is full of 
activities so get ready and reserve the day of 
Saturday September 20th. 
 
Joanne Austin has been emailing legislation 
information. Call Joanne if you are not receiving 
emails. The information is informative and 
educational. 

 
Our newsletter is jam packed but Kris is always 
on the lookout for articles and stories. Many of 
you have stories that would be interesting and 
fun reading for other Airedale lovers. Please 
consider writing them down and sending them to 
Kris for publication in our little newsletter. 
 
Hope to see many of you at the meeting and Fun 
Day. 
 
“If there are no dogs in Heaven, then when I die I 
want to go where they went” 
      
    Will Rogers 
 
 

Legis la t ion  Update  
Submitted by Joanne Austin 

 

 
With 100% of the vote in, Lloyd Levine 
( author of AB 1634) lost his bid for 
election to the State Senate.  
  
That is the good news... here is the rest of the 
story.  Please note that the name of the bill has 
been changed to "California Taxpayers for Safe 
and Healthy Pets" (was CA for Healthy 
Pets).  Anyone that can attend the Local 
Government Senate committee meeting and rally 
on June 18th, should go.  All of us must write 
letters and send faxes to all 5 Senate Committee 
members. This is our big fight!  
 
Here is the list of the 5 Senate committee 
members that will be deciding on AB 1634 on 
June 18th.  Please send a letter to each of them 
and also to your own state Senator. 
 
Senator Gloria Negrete McLeod—Chairman 
State Capitol, Room 2059 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: (916) 651-4032 
Fax: (916) 445-0128 
 
Senator Dave Cox—Vice Chair 
State Capitol, Room 2068 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: (916) 651-4001 
Fax: (916) 324-2680 
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Editors’ note:  contact Joanne at allrrz@aol.com to be put on 
her email distribution list if you are not already on it.  She will 
be sending more information as soon as it becomes 
available.   
 
The following article was written by Joyce Miller 
of Dallas, Texas.  Be sure to read the last line a 
second time. 
 
Right now, animal rights people have fanned out 
across the country to make what got tabled in 
California happen city by city, town by town, 
state by state. The approach is to local animal 
services organization; the agenda is new animal 
laws that will have a startling effect on our 
ability to enjoy our dogs. The AR volunteers work 
within the animal services in city after city, town 
after town, to get a proposed law put together 
that is extreme to say the least, and they can do 
all of this within animal services without worrying 
about open meeting laws.  After all, the AR 
people are simply volunteers helping the staff. By 
the time a community gets any inkling that these 
laws are about to hit the stage, it's just about too 
late to stop them. At the most, people try to get 
some of the most severe terms relaxed. 
 
Right now, there is a law proposed in Florida to 
make collecting animal semen illegal. 
 
Now that I have your attention, let me share with 
you what is currently being recommended in 
Dallas, what Animal Services and the City 
Council are assuming will be law by the end of 
the month, and to date, nothing in the local 

newspapers, the local news programs, or 
even a copy of the actual proposed law. Unlike 
San Antonio, the previous last city to fall to these 
tactics, the AKC kennel club registered in Dallas, 
the Texas Kennel Club, has hired an animal 
lawyer to help them fight this legislation. But to 
date, without any news coverage, very few 
residents know what is about to happen and how 
it will affect their enjoyment of their dogs. 
 
1. Pet limits. Dallas has never had limits on the 

number of pets a resident may own. As with 
most communities, there are plenty of laws 
on the books that can handle households 
that have too many pets that are creating a 
neighborhood nuisance or constituting 
cruelty to animals. Under the proposed new 
laws, the limit will be either five or six pets (no 
one seems able to get a consistent reading 
on the number). That is dogs, cats or 
combination in a single family home. 
 

2. Mandatory spay neuter by four months of 
age. Owner of unspayed or unneutered dogs 
and cats over 4 months of age commits an 
offense if the owner does not have a Breeder 
Permit issued annually for each individual 
animal. (Only dog and cat show breeders 
qualify for this permit). Owner cannot have a 
say in their dog being put under anesthesia, 
being made a perennial puppy by losing the 
hormones needed for balanced growth of 
body and mind, etc.   

 
3. Breeder permits/licenses (and the only article 
 that has mentioned anything about this law 
 was a quote by the acting director of animal 
 services, a man who has won an award of  
 some kind of merit from PETA:  in that article, 
 this man stated that he would not allow any 
 breeder permits in residential 
 (neighborhoods). So what will a breeder 
 license look like in Dallas if the law is passed 
 without changes. It appears that there will be: 
 

• Breeder permit/license to keep an intact 
dog or cat. Breeders can apply to Animal 
Services for a breeder permit/license. 
Such applications must be approved by 
the director of Animal Services.  

 
• Each dog or cat approved for a permit 

must be registered with a national 
registry (approved by the animal services 
director) AND whose owner is a member 

(Continued from page 26) 
 
Legislation Update 
 
Senator Tom Harman 
State Capitol, Room 2052 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: (916) 651-4035 
Fax: (916) 445-9263 
 
Senator Christine Kehoe 
State Capitol, Room 4038 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: (916) 651-4039 
Fax: (916) 327-2188 
 
Senator Michael Machado 
State Capitol, Room 5066 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: (916) 651-4005 
Fax: (916) 323-2304 

(Continued on page 28) 
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of a purebred dog or cat club (also 
approved by the animal services director). 
The club must have a code of ethics 
restricting breeding dogs and cats with 
genetic defects and life threatening health 
problems for approval. 

 
• The breeder permit will be $500 annually 

for EACH intact animal; the animal's 
license will be an additional fee. 

 
• This permit will not be available to any 

other pet owner. And as mentioned 
above, it is unlikely that the current Animal 
Services administration will allow any of 
these permits/licenses in residential 
neighborhoods. This means that sports 
people, performance people, SAR people, 
hunting people will have to have their 
animals neutered. 

 
• Anyone who gets a breeder permit agrees 

that Animal Services 
has the right to send in someone to make 
unannounced inspections of 
their premises at any time and the 
breeders must admit them. 

 
• No one else can legally breed animals in 

Dallas. 
 

4. No tethering of any dogs if the owner is not 
present. 

 
5. Confined dogs must have crates or runs or 

pens that meet confinement requirementsof 
150 feet pen size per dog 

 
5. Foster Care Providers must obtain a form from 

the director to apply for a permit (notarized by 
the legal owner and one occupant of the 
dwelling unit) to keep up to 10 dogs, cats or 
any combination which authorizes 
unannounced inspections of premises and 
this permit must be 
approved by the director. 

 
When I first read these proposed ideas, I thought 
that they were making them so outrageous so they 
would have wiggle room in order to reduce things 
like the permit fee for breeders etc. But given the 
fact that hearings are going into their second 

week (only on Wednesdays), there has been no 
media coverage, and proponents are saying that 
they expect these to be law by the end of the 
month, I suspect that the final law could be quite 
close to what is outlined above. 
 
The first that I heard about it was in March, and I 
heard about it from two people who are very 
involved with the kennel club and with getting 
people to attend hearings. No cost assessments/
analyses have been done. Animal Services is 
currently underfunded, and the mayor has 
made it clear that there will be no increase in their 
funding for these laws. 
So, here we are discussing different ways of 
training, recognizing the work that goes into 
having an obedience or agility champion, knowing 
what the dogs need maturity to   participate in any 
serious sport or work, and all the while, across the 
country, more and more of these laws are 
becoming law with little or no fanfare. 
 
Here in Dallas, the proponents are saying that this 
will solve the problem of loose dogs breeding 
randomly, but the only people that will be caught 
up are the residential breeders whose dogs   
never run loose and never breed randomly. With 
the requirement that a breeder belong to a breed 
club approved by animal services, this is also 
meant to do away with mixed breeds. 
 
Do, please, check out what may be happening in 
your city or town, and be ready to fight for your 
right to decide when and if your dog will be 
neutered, the right of careful breeders to breed to 
their breed standards, etc. Dallas breeders and 
animal lovers are making a valiant effort, and they 
are grateful for the help of the Texas Kennel Club, 
but this is very, very serious. And it sounds like it 
will come to a city or town near you. 
 
AKC Delegate ’s  Repor t  

by Carole B. Foucrault 

Name change 

In late February, AKC management 
announced that AKC's Canine 
Legislation Department would be 
renamed the AKC Government Relations 
Department. The new designation reflects the 
evolving nature of AKC interactions with federal, 
state, and local governmental entities.  
 

(Continued from page 27) 
 
Legislation Update 
 

(Continued on page 29) 
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"The American Kennel Club represents our 
constituents with elected officials and various 
regulatory agencies at all levels of government," 
said Noreen Baxter, Vice President of 
Communications. "The new designation as the AKC 
Government Relations Department conveys the 
reality that protecting the right to own and breed 
dogs responsibly encompasses a broad range of 
activities pursued by AKC on behalf of purebred 
dog owners."  
 
The name change aside, our constituents will 
continue to receive the same level of service that 
the Department has always delivered. Additionally, 
the Department is developing several new public 
education, legislative education, and grassroots 
projects that will better assist our constituents in 
their legislative efforts.  
 
As always, for more information or assistance on 
legislative matters, please contact the AKC 
Government Relations Department at (919) 816-
3720, or e-mail doglaw@akc.org 
 
You Spoke, the AKC Listened! 
The Government Relations Department received 
many requests to issue our newsletter more often 
than bi-monthly. We decided to do better than that. 
Soon, Taking Command will evolve from a 
newsletter into a blog. Covering not only the latest 
developments on the legislative front nationally, but 
also the latest in news, policy, and ideas, the 
revolutionary Taking Command Blog will allow the 
Government Relations Department to provide you 
with a steady stream of thought-provoking, and 
hopefully action-inspiring, information. Look for the 
news announcing the launch of the Taking 
Command Blog in your e-mail inbox soon, and be 
sure to return to the Government Relations 
Department's home page to check it out!  

Department Adds Government Relations 
Administrator 
Lisa Kimbrough recently joined the Government 
Relations Department as Government Relations 
Administrator. Lisa brings a wealth of experience 
as a former registered lobbyist in North Carolina, 
special assistant to the Speaker of the North 
Carolina House of Representatives, Deputy 
Director for Policy for a Washington, D.C.-based 
interest group, and as a legislative correspondent 
for a United States Senator. Lisa's educational 
experience includes a Masters degree in legislative 
affairs from George Washington University  

Around the Nation 
Arizona – House Bill 2615 seeks to prohibit 
persons from owning or keeping a dog or cat that 
is more than six months old if the animal has not 
been spayed or neutered, unless the person has 
acquired an intact permit for the animal. It is a 
substantive copy of California AB 1634. There has 
been no movement on this bill since its introduction 
and assignment to three House committees.  
 
California – The Government Relations Department 
continues to closely monitor developments 
regarding Assembly Bill 1634, which will mandate 
the sterilization of dogs six months of age or older. 
The California Senate Local Government 
Committee continues to have cognizance of the 
bill.  

Rescue  Repor t  
by Virginia Smith 

 

We currently have 4 dogs available.  
All are 7 years old and 2 have 
medical conditions..  I believe I 
have homes for 3 of them.  Two 
were rescued when the owner was 
found dead.  They are very 
overweight and are “at the weight 
loss spa”.  The fourth was just 
surrendered to the SPCA and I’m 
trying to contact them regarding rescue.  I think 
this one will be placed quickly as well. 
 
Calls to the rescue line have been light for several 
months but our website and Petfinders are 
generating interest in our dogs.  Thanks to Patty for 
getting this set up and keeping the website current.  
Thanks to Steve for keeping the website up to date. 
 
We have incurred some medical expenses with 
some of these dogs  so please be generous with 
your donations. 
 
Thanks for your support. 

(Continued from page 28) 
 
AKC Delegate Report 
 

"Hi," I said. She came over, licked my hand 
discreetly, allowed herself to be scratched 
for a time, chased her tail in a dignified 
circle, lay down again. I remember 
thinking: "There are times God puts a 
choice in front of you." I often had such 
thoughts back then. We took the dog. 

Stanley Bing 
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New Ti t les  
submitted  by Georgia McRae 

The following listing includes new titles published in the AKC 
Awards publication since the last (Jan/Feb ’08) publication of 
AIRE-INGtheNEWS for dogs owned by CATC members. 

 
New Conformation Title :  Champion (CH) 
 
CH Terrorific Hot Tomale (bitch) 
Sire:  Ch. Greenfield’s Celtic Legend  
Dam:  Ch. Terrorific Happy Thoughts 
Breeders:  Virginia Latham Smith and Deirdre 
Hernandez  
Owners:  Virginia Latham Smith and Deirdre 
Hernandez 

 

 
 

 
Sleeping with your Dog 

 
Now I lay me down to sleep, 

The king-size bed is soft and deep. 
I sleep right in the center groove 

My human being can hardly move! 
I've trapped her legs, she's tucked in tight 

And here is where I pass the night 
No one disturbs me or dares intrude 

Till morning comes and "I want food!" 
I sneak up slowly to begin 

my nibbles on my human's chin. 
She wakes up quickly, 

I have sharp teeth- 
I'm a puppy, don't you see? 

For the morning's here 
and it's time to play 

I always seem to get my way. 
So thank you Lord for giving me 

This human person that I see. 
The one who hugs and holds me tight 
And shares her bed with me at night! 

 
Unknown 
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CATC General Meeting and Walk Notice  
 

When 
 Saturday August 9, 2008 

 
Where 

Home of Nancy Dirgo and Marguerite Stetson 
3550 Calafia Avenue 
Oakland, CA 94605 

510.569.8910 
 

Time 
Cocktails at 4 - dinner at 5 

 
Menu 

Ribs (Marguerite's secret recipe), BBQ chicken, and Steak, Corn on the Cobb, Baked Beans 
             Wine, Beer and Mojitos! 

 
Cost 

$15 a person, Make checks out to Nancy Dirgo 
 

Reservations due by August 1, 2008! 
 

Walk at 1:30 - meet at our house. We'll keep it as flat as possible and 30 - 45 minutes.  
Slow and fast groups. 

 
Volunteers needed for: 

Walk leaders, grill masters and people to help prep for dinner while the rest of us are out on the walk 
 

Directions 
3550 Calafia Avenue, Oakland, CA 94605 

Phone 
510.569.6971 

Nancy Cell 510.332.6393 
Marguerite Cell 510.316.2220 

 
From San Jose area:   

880 North to 238 North to 580 West. 
Golf Links Road exit (same exit as Oakland Zoo) 

Stay in right lane and take right at light. 
Go up the hill (stay on Golf Links Road) 

Take first left - Calafia Avenue 
We are the 2nd to the last house on the right before Anza. 

 
From San Francisco 

101 North to I-80 East to Bay Bridge to I-580 East to Downtown Oakland 
(stay in 2nd right hand lane when getting off the bridge) 

Take the Golf Links Road/98th Avenue exit (same exit as Oakland Zoo) 
Turn left at light. Stay in right lane and go through the light and up the hill 

(stay on Golf Links Road) 
Take first left - Calafia Avenue 

We are the 2nd to the last house on the right before Anza. 



Standing Committee Chairs  

Achievement Awards: Georgia McRae 

Agility Angie Shear 

ADOA Karen McElhaney 

AKC Delegate Kayla Kurucz 

Breeder Referral Deidre Hernandez 

Education Virginia Smith 

Fun Day Sarah Roberts 

Sanctioned Match Angie Shear 
Devon Allen 

Golden Gate Decor Deirdre Hernandez 
Patty Gregg 

Historian Nancy Bridge 

Judges Selection Kayla Kurucz,  
Deirdre Hernandez 
Devon Allen 

Membership/ 
Subscriptions 

Georgia McRae 

Newsletter Kimberley Harper 
Kristin Munson 

Obedience Nancy Strohmaier 

Policy & Procedures Carol Jaech 

Rescue Virginia Smith 

Specialty 2008 Kayla Kurucz 

Sunshine Committee  Helen Piperis 

Trim & Train Lowell Jennings 

Trophies Connie Jennings 

Video Library Carol Jaech 

Ways & Means Lowell Jennings 

Airedale Walks Sarah Roberts 
Chris Hyde 

2008 CATC Meetings, All Airedalers Invited 
February 23, 2008 Cattlemen’s Restaurant.  

Livermore 

April 26, 2008 Home of Lowell & Connie Jennings  
Hollister, CA  

August 9, 2008 Home of Nancy Dirgo and  
Marguerite Stetson, Oakland, CA 

November 1, 2008 Home of Virginia Smith 
Acampo, CA 

December 6, 2008 Home of Kayla Kurucz 
San Jose, CA 

  

Board Meetings  2008 

January 12                                              June 28   
         
March 8                                                   November 15 

  

CATC Activities 2008  

Fun Day September 20 

Sanctioned Match May 31 

Obedience Classes March 8, 15, 29; April 5, 26;  
May 3, 10, 24 

2008 Specialty April 10-13 

Supported Entry, Del Valle October 19, 20 

Trim & Train March 15, 29  April 4,26 
May 10, 24 

CATC Officers CATC Directors 

Patricia Gregg, President 2008: Chris Hyde,  Nancy Strohmeier 

Deidre Hernandez, Vice-President 2009: Angie Shear, Kristi Burrus,  

Ron Colvin, Treasurer           Amanda Albers 

Sarah Roberts, Secretary  

CATC  Calendar and General Information 

Published Bi-monthly 
Subscriptions:  $20 per year ($26 Over-
seas)  COPYRIGHT 2006 by the 
California Airedale Terrier Club, Inc 
 

Subscription Chairman:  
Georgia McRae Georgia@Brisline.com   
23815 Putter Way 
Los Altos, CA 94024 
(650) 948-1125 
 

We’re on the Web at: 
www.calairedale.org 
 
Rescue Phone Number:  
209.712.5452 

2008 Newsletter Deadlines:  2/1, 3/16, 6/12, 8/14, 9/27, 10/30 
Send articles, pictures, and letters to the Newsletter Editors c/o 
Kristin Munson, 2212 San Diego Avenue, Ramona, CA 92065;  
airebt@yahoo.com   


